
   

 
                                          MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, SENCLAND CHAPTER  

P.O. BOX 10015 • WILMINGTON, NC 28404 • SENCLAND.ORG 
EDITOR: J. ALLAN TURNER TURNERJA@EC.RR.COM  • (910) 540-1865  

 

 

April Meeting Canceled!  

 

The 07 April 2020 meeting has unfortunately been canceled due to precautions dictated from State 

and Federal governments related to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

 

Upcoming Programs for 2020 

 

05 May Canceled: The “Southern” meeting usually held at the Island Way Restaurant, 

Oak Island has also been canceled.  

05 Jun  Annual “Pig Pickin” and presentation of Scholarships – Hugh MacRae Park 

July, August Summer Break.  

08 Sep  TBD 

06 Oct  TBD 

03 Nov  TBD 

01 Dec Holiday Luncheon featuring a special menu and the return performance                          

of The Harmony Bells 

 

 

March Program  

 

 
Our program featured our very own MOAA member CAPT Allan Turner, USNR (Ret). Allan 

gave a presentation on “Sea and Air Logistics from Operation Desert Storm to Present”. His talk 

focused on assets used to transport material to the Desert Storm Theatre of Operations, the asso-

ciated challenges incurred, and what lessons learned have been applied. 

 

Message from Chapter President, Jim Carper to SENCLAND Members: 

 

Welcome to spring and to the craziness and uncertainty of the coronavirus pandemic. I hope this 

newsletter finds all of you and your families safe and well. By now you should have received 

messages that due to health concerns, the restrictions placed on public gatherings, and the closings 
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of many businesses and restaurants, that our luncheons for April and May have been canceled. The 

June Scholarship Pig Pickin at Hugh MacRae Park is still on the calendar with a decision on 

whether to hold or cancel scheduled to be made in mid-May depending on conditions at that time. 

Once conditions begin to improve and everyone begins to feel comfortable getting out, we will 

look at scheduling some Chapter activities during the summer. In the meantime, take care of your-

selves, follow guidance, and practice Social Distancing. 

 

One sad note I need to share is the recent passing of Lt Col Ron Lafond, USAF (Ret). He was a 

long and active member of SENCLAND Chapter for many years serving as our USAF Service 

Director. Ron was a true gentleman who served his Country, Community, and this Chapter well. 

He will be missed. Please remember his wife Ursula and their family in your thoughts and pray-

ers.  For condolences please go to http://www.wilmingtoncares.com/. 

 

Happy Easter and continued Blessings and sustained health for each of you and your families. 

May conditions soon return to normal. 

 

Jim Carper, President 

SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA 

senclandchapter@gmail.com 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter President 

SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our 

Chapter Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using: 

  https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com 

 

You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 

Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed 

your order and tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the ship-

ping cost and call you when ready for pickup. 

 

Notice of SPECIAL SALES of SENCLAND apparel will be sent out by email to all 

SENCLAND members as soon as received from Queensboro. 

 

If you have a problem, call Queensboro at (800) 847-4478. 

 
Legislative Affairs March 2020 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

 

At this writing, on 13 March 2020, legislative news in Washington is dominated by activities to 

control the spread of Novel Corona Virus 2019 (COVID-19) and also to treat confirmed cases. 

Please keep up with news regarding this dangerous and highly contagious virus. Older people 

have been particularly susceptible to this virus. So it is important to follow evolving guidelines 

and tips for avoiding it. There are many resources available for you to keep up with this issue. 

These range from local and national news sources to special COVID-19 websites that have been 

set up by MOAA, AARP, and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Many events and gather-

ings have been, and will continue to be, cancelled, so be sure to check before you go! 

http://www.wilmingtoncares.com/
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MOAA has cancelled this year’s “Storming the Hill” activities in Washington due to COVID-19 

concerns and restrictions. This means there will be no face-to-face meetings between MOAA 

members and elected officials this year. Instead, MOAA would like to energize the largest-ever 

grass roots campaign to contact our Senators and Representatives regarding the Top 3 priorities 

that were planned for discussion during “Storming”. These are: 

 Preserve Military Healthcare 

 Protect pay and benefits, including a 3% active duty pay raise and new recruiting 

initiatives 

 Thank our legislators for their efforts in delivering legislation that supported last 

year’s MOAA goals: a 3.1% pay raise; repeal of the “Widow’s Tax; no additional 

TRICARE Fees; military housing improvement and repairs; Viet Nam Blue Water 

Navy Agent Orange disability coverage, etc. 

I encourage you to get involved in this grass-roots initiative. If you want to participate, you can 

find details on the three priorities above as well as tools to help you contact your legislators at 

MOAA’s Legislative Action Center at: www.takeaction.moaa.org/. Please feel free to contact me 

if you need assistance.  

Routine business is continuing in Washington. The 2020 Defense Authorization and Appropria-

tions bills are in work with Committees and Staff in both Houses and hearings on these bills are 

in progress. I will report to you on significant issues as they arise. 

 The NC General Assembly is currently adjourned and not scheduled to reconvene until 28 April 

2020. Various committees will be working during the recess period. News from Raleigh is also 

dominated by COVID-19 response. I’m sure you know that Gov. Cooper has declared a State of 

Emergency related to the virus. Initially, the State of Emergency permits the Attorney General 

to impose stiff penalties for price gouging and gives the State access to Federal funds, if re-

quired. There are currently a very small number of confirmed cases in NC. But should COVID-

19 spread widely, the State of Emergency gives the Governor wide powers to impose additional 

restrictions (closure of public buildings and schools, travel restrictions), call up the National 

Guard, etc. I recommend that you monitor this unfolding situation within the State. It remains to 

be seen if the General Assembly will reconvene early in response to COVID-19 pandemic. If 

additional emergency funding becomes necessary, that would most likely require legislation. 

 

Timely information on the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps in to-

day’s world Virus Crisis 

Selections and edits by Dave Renquist CAPT, USPHS (Ret), SENCLAND Service Director  

“Federal administers have dispatched a "strike team" of U.S. Public Health Service Commis-

sioned Corps officers to the Life Care Center in Kirkland, the Washington state nursing home that 

has been described as the epicenter of the nation's coronavirus outbreak. The team is made up of 

28 physicians, physicians' assistants, nurses, technicians and other medical care personnel and 

has already begun caring for elderly members of the nursing home that has been hard hit by the 

COVID-19 virus. Adm. Brett P. Giroir, M.D., as the Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH), head of 

the Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, tells U.S. News”. 



   

 

 

 

If you have watched the White House press briefings on COVID over past several weeks, you 

might have wondered what the Coast Guard folks were doing on television for a Presidential Ad-

dress about a global pandemic. And then, upon further inspection of their uniforms and seeing the 

"USPHS" and a cross embroidered over the left breast pocket where it usually says, "U.S. Coast 

Guard," you might have been wondering, "Who are these people and what do they do?" 

“USPHS falls under the leadership of the Assistant Secretary of Health and the Surgeon General 

within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The U.S. Public Health Service 

Commissioned Corps is a diverse team of more than 6,500 highly qualified, public health profes-

sionals. Driven by a passion to serve the underserved, these men and women fill essential public 

health leadership and clinical service roles with the Nation's Federal Government agencies. For 

more than 200 years, men and women have served on the front lines of our nation's public health 

in what is today called the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service. The Commis-

sioned Corps traces its beginnings back to the U.S. Marine Hospital Service protecting against the 

spread of disease from sailors returning from foreign ports and maintaining the health of immi-

grants entering the country. Currently, Commissioned Corps officers are involved in health care 

delivery to underserved and vulnerable populations, disease control and prevention, biomedical 

research, food and drug regulation, mental health and drug abuse services, and response efforts for 

natural and man-made disasters as an essential component of the largest public health program in 

the world”  

See    https://www.usphs.gov/ for further information on the Corps. 

And, fun fact: they do wear uniforms. Similar to the other services, the Commissioned Corps has 

several uniforms including the Service Dress Blues, Summer Whites, Service Khakis, and Opera-

tional Dress Uniform (ODU) Woodland Camouflage. Each uniform reflects the great responsibil-

ity and privilege that comes with being a commissioned officer. 

 

 

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair 
 

We are pleased to report the following new SENCLAND Chapter members:  

 

Allen Allegretto, CDR, USNR. Allen and Anna Marie live in Wilmington 

http://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.usphs.gov/


   

 

 

 

Richard (Ric) Callesen, Jr., CDR, USN (Ret.). Ric and Anna Maria live in Wilmington 

 

Eric Holmes, LCDR, USN (Ret.). Eric and Nannette live in Southport 

 

Yesenia Ochoa, WO1, USA. Yessenia and Philip live in Maysville. 

 

AnneLena Mattison, Surviving Spouse of COL. Curtis Mattison. AnneLena lives in 

Hampstead. 

 

TAPs 

 

We regret to report the passing of Lt Col Ron Lafond, USAF (Ret) on March 23rd. Ron served 

his country as an Air Force officer and aviator. In retirement he became a very active member of 

the Chapter serving on the Board of Directors as the Air Force Service Director. Please keep Ron 

and especially his wife Ursula and family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

We Love Luncheon Guests! The large number of members that attend each month's luncheon is 

testimony to the enjoyment of the attendees and popularity of the venue, food and programs. The 

luncheons are also a great way to learn about the Chapter's Outreach and Scholarship programs 

and other activities, such as Legislative issues that affect military members and their families and 

the Chapter's upcoming special events. Please continue to invite friends and neighbors that are 

current, former or retired military, Public Health or other Uniformed Service officers to a lunch-

eon so that they can benefit from participation with the Chapter. Virtually all luncheon guests 

that are eligible for membership join the Chapter.  

 

 

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer 

 

FY 2020 DUES COLLECTION COMMENCED DURING JANUARY.  

To date, 55 of 220 dues paying members (25%) remain delinquent.. If you have a question 

about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net, or 910-686-6905 

 

Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership 

dues. The annual dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in 

the State. Chapter dues pay for representational items at military and veteran functions, special 

events like our WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for 

luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina MOAA Council of Chapters, website 

maintenance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses.  

Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:   

 All members 90 years of age or older  

 New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a 

member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year. 

 

Donations 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net


   

 

 

Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach Program that provides support for local vet-

erans and military members and their families and/or Junior ROTC and Veterans Scholar-

ships. 

 

There are two ways to pay your dues and make donations: 

 

On-Line: 

 

Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the 

menu on the left side of the home page. 

 

On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay Chapter Dues, the other is to 

make a Donation.  

 

Continue by clicking on the appropriate "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts. 

 

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at 

dgould321@yahoo.com or 910- 319-7021. 

Mail in a Hard Copy: 

Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:   

SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA 

                                                                                                P.O. Box 10015 

                                                                                                Wilmington, NC  28404 

Name: ____________________________________Address:_____________________________ 

                                                                                            _____________________________ 

Email Address: _____________________________ 

Telephone number _________________                                             Dues       $__________ 

                                            Donation $__________ 

                                            Total       $__________ 

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address. 

                 You may also bring the completed form and payment to the monthly luncheon  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sencland.org/


   

 

 

JROTC Scholarships & Leadership - Submitted by Lee Hanna, Leadership & Scholarship 

Chair 

 

Thank you to everyone who has made contributions to the MOAA SENCLAND Scholarship and 

Outreach Programs.  Since last month’s newsletter the following people have donated.  Thank 

you to all these donors.  Please consider a donation to these very worthwhile programs.  

  

Olen Franklin Roberts Jr.   Joe Albanese   Merlin G. Bell 

David R. Benton   Barry J. Coyle   Emma M. Dineen 

Gaython C. Eaton   Mary Sue Floyd  David W. Foster 

Irene Glaeser    Elizabeth Grace  Gwendolyn Hawley 

Richard C. Husemann   David D. Igelman  Ray Joens 

William Edward Jones Jr.  Thomas C. Jones   Joseph W. Kinzer  

Charles A. Lewis Jr.   Phillip L. McCluskey   Dana Peckworth  

Leslie B. Petty    William Roesink   Albert H. Schroetel  

Edward M. Sniffin   William A. Stephenson Donald C. Thompson 

Ronald I. Tilmon    Howard C. Usher Jr.  Paul A. Wilson 

Burton Womble 

 

I have the dates of seven upcoming JROTC Award Presentation Ceremonies.  The following 

schools have given me their dates and times.  If you are interested in making one of the award 

presentations please email me at MACHanna@aol.com 

 

South Brunswick HS April 2  1800 hours Gym  TO BE RESCHEDULED 

 

North Brunswick HS April 6  1830 hours Football Field  TO BE RESCHEDULED 

 

All dates below are tentative and subject to change: 

 

Eugene Ashley HS May 12  Jordan Gym 1830 hours 

 

West Brunswick HS May 12  1800 hours Gym  

  

JT Hoggard HS May 13  1800 hours Battleship Charles Lewis  

Presenter 

EA Laney HS  May 14  1800 hours Jordan Gym Chrissy Sanford  

Presenter 

Lejeune HS  May 15  1300 hours Gym 

 

I have informed all schools that due to our high risk category our ability to attend a presentation 

might be limited but every school will get their certificate and medal.  If you are interested, 

please send an email to MACHanna@aol.com with the subject JROTC Award Presenter.  Thank 

you in advance for your support. I will announce the other dates as soon as I receive them.   
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Other schools we present to are:  New Hanover HS, Northside HS, Heide Trask HS, Pender HS, 

Wallace-Rose Hill HS, East Duplin HS, James Kenan HS, West Columbus HS, South Columbus 

HS, East Columbus HS, and Whiteville HS. 

 

 

Membership Rosters  

 

Several years ago the Chapter leadership decided to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from 

a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. There were two primary reasons for this; the cost of 

printing the membership rosters and mailing them to the Chapter's 250+ members and the fact 

that they were out of date almost as soon as they were printed. Since then, the membership ros-

ters have been available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. These rosters are updated 

every month so that they always have the most current list of members.  To ensure privacy the 

membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance ac-

cessing the roster please contact: 

 Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net  or 910-616-9614   or 

 Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) over the past few 

months, you have read coverage about many special events plus legislative updates.  There are 

numerous pieces in the News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage 

mailto:kwkswk@att.net
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tabs for your review.  Also, numerous new members have joined and their contact info is availa-

ble in the roster that is available to members only.  If you need help logging onto the website for 

roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator 

Did you know that SENCLand MOAA has a Facebook page? Dianne works hard to have rele-

vant information and updates posted to this social media platform. Viewing this page, “Liking” 

and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective mem-

bers. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar and you can 

view all of the postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook 

Sencland chapter”. 

 

 

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website 

(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving 

spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of 

the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-

nc.org) is also a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information 

on other NC Chapters.  

 

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email 

newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you 

would like to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on 

the upper right hand side and then click on “Newsletters”.  

 

 

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Welcome to Leon Rooks! 

The Chaplain’s Committee is becoming the Wellness Coordinator.   

Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape 

Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility 

so they can be properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.  

 

Notify Leon at leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488 or our Chaplain, Charles Lewis at 

travelerschl@grmail.com or 910-794-6962 regarding any member deaths, hospitalizations, or ill-

ness. 

 

 

Veterans Experience Action Center & Standdown Event scheduled for April 16th – 18th has 

been postponed to July 9th – 11th 2020 at the same location: South Brunswick High School, 104 

Cougar Road, Southport, NC 28461 

 

Benefits & Resource Support – Bob Doleman 

 

Bob Doleman has been named as our Chapter’s temporary POC for Military benefits and entitle-

ments. His role is to assist Chapter members and their spouses who are seeking health related 

support services for themselves or a family member.  He can provide advice on VA, MOAA and 

tel:(910)%20791-3999
mailto:kwkswk@att.net
http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.org/
http://www.moaa.org/
mailto:leon.rooks@hotmail.com
mailto:travelerschl@grmail.com


   

 

 

community based resources to address health related and death benefit issues.  Bob can also ad-

vise and assist Chapter members & spouses on VA applications and matters. He will initially be 

acting as a referral person. Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404. 

 

To All SENCLAND MOAA Members – Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator 

 

UPDATE: Now that you have provided your spouse with information on how the MOAA Sur-

viving Spouse Liaison can be helpful at a sad and stressful time, help make that unfortunate day 

a bit easier by getting your paperwork in order.  For example, make it easy for your spouse to 

find your DD214.  Without that, filling out the appropriate paperwork is jumping off a bridge 

frustrating!  Contact me if you any questions.   

 

And if you are a surviving spouse who has been impacted by the SBP-DIC offset, or if you are 

an annuitant who pays into SBP while also receiving VA compensation, the article below an-

swers questions and provides a clear explanation of how the 3-year elimination of the offset will 

work.  

 

https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/24/2002253692/-1/-1/1/FACT-SHEET-ON-SURVIVOR-

BENEFIT-PLAN.PDF?source=GovDelivery 

 

Please also let Sandi know if there is anything she can do for you or your spouse at any time. She 

can be reached at: 

 

Email: earlsandi@gmail.com 

Phone: 910-443-0470 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an 

affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated 

chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a 

part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of 

military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness 

on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and 

national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities 

and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

 

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide infor-

mation on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim 

to compete with established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what 

MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep 

you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other 

and support our local military and veteran communities. 

 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. 

Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, 

mailto:doleman1936@hotmail.com
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/24/2002253692/-1/-1/1/FACT-SHEET-ON-SURVIVOR-BENEFIT-PLAN.PDF?source=GovDelivery
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Feb/24/2002253692/-1/-1/1/FACT-SHEET-ON-SURVIVOR-BENEFIT-PLAN.PDF?source=GovDelivery
mailto:earlsandi@gmail.com
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/


   

 

 

(turnerja@ec.rr.com ) as you collect them. Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be 

considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can 

see a full listing of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this 

way provides a way to recognize our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in 

the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, 

other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of 

SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com .  Please note, we have 

dropped our subscription rate from $200.00 for the first advertisement block to $150.00. As done 

previously, each subsequent block will receive a 10% discount. Cash sponsorships in excess of 

the cost of publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and 

veteran outreach activities, increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. 

Consider inviting your neighbors to participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking 

about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them 

know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives. 

 

 
 

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
 

 

 

mailto:turnerja@ec.rr.com
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